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Selected Quote  
 “…tests and grades are anathema to andragogy, which assumes adults are capable of self-

evaluating their own learning.” (Merriam & Bierema, 2014, p. 57/58) 

Objective  
Despite Rachal’s statement that tests and grades run counter to the concept of andragogy, we 

cannot ignore the dual facts that andragogy has received wide acceptance in adult education, and 

evaluation is a practical necessity in administering education. In fact, it has been proposed that 

self-directed learning can – and perhaps must –include evaluation (Blondy, 2007). How can we 

know if we are facilitating well without evaluation? How can we direct our own education if we 

don’t know the state of our deficiencies at a given point in time? Perhaps the difference in the 

case of self-directed learning is that the learner should have a certain amount of input into the 

nature of the evaluation. This doesn’t preclude andragogy from the use of tests and grades; it 

merely invites the learner into the evaluation process. 

Reflective 
This quote has helped further my understanding of andragogy and how it applies to my own 

learning and teaching. Having been introduced to education in a mostly pedagogical system, I am 

accustomed to assessment through the use of tests and grades. As I started to examine the self-

directed, holistic concept of andragogy, I assumed that there would be no place for traditional 

testing and grading. However, looking a little deeper, I realize that there is a place for these tools 

in self-directed education, even if letter grades are substituted with a pass/fail rating (SHERRI 

MELROSE, 2015). These traditional tools can also be supplemented with any number of 

additional self-evaluation techniques. 
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Interpretive 
This quote made me realize that true andragogy may be far different that the education 

approaches I’ve been used to. Even through many years of adult training and education, 

traditional assessment tools such as tests and grades have been part of the process. When my 

employer paid a third party to teach me a skill, I was inevitably tested to confirm it was money 

well spent. When I attended undergraduate school, I needed to prove my grasp of the topics 

through testing and letter grades. I don’t believe that this was all completely counter to 

andragogy. In most cases, I felt I had some autonomy and input into the process. Ultimately, I 

was free to choose the programs, courses, and providers that best met my needs. I chose 

programs that included tests and letter grades, because those objective assessments served my 

needs as the learner. 

Decisional 
Moving forward, I will not take for granted that the traditional assessment tools are always 

applicable. I have generally “set a climate for learning that … respects adult learners and then [to 

some extent] involves the learners in the planning, delivery and evaluation of their own 

learning.” (Merriam & Bierema, 2014, p. 47) As with the exit interview of this course, perhaps I 

will invite students to assess their own mastery of the topics presented in a given course. This 

will not only leave the learners feeling respected and empowered, it will give me valuable 

feedback as the educator. 
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